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California Dollars for Scholars® Announces New 

Regional Leadership

REDONDO BEACH, CA (AUGUST 10, 2010)  –  California Dollars for Scholars, a program of Scholarship America®, is pleased to announce two new staff in regional leadership roles: Colette Taylor, Regional Director and Brie Wells, Regional Coordinator.  

Taylor, who joins the organization on August 2, brings more than 14 years of nonprofit management and fundraising experience to Dollars for Scholars, most recently as Associate Director of Athletics Annual Giving at Pepperdine University. Prior to joining Pepperdine, Taylor spent 12 years in several roles including program and fundraising with the Boy Scouts of America in San Diego and in Western Los Angeles County. In her new role with Dollars for Scholars, Taylor will be responsible for managing and expanding the operations and programs of the region, through diversified fundraising, marketing and supporting community-based Dollars for Scholars chapters. She has a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology from San Diego State University, with a Social Psychology emphasis. 

 “Having an education beyond high school is more important than ever before in our nation’s history—and it’s harder to achieve due to rising costs and the state of our economy. Time and again, I’ve seen talented students give up on their dreams and shortchange their futures because they feel they just can’t afford to go to college or technical school,” said Taylor. “I’m thrilled to have the opportunity to increase opportunities for students throughout California achieve their dreams.”

Wells joined Dollars for Scholars on July 12, and brings a depth of experience in chapter development and training. As regional coordinator, Wells will create, develop, and mentor new chapters; support and sustain existing chapters; train volunteers and work with the regional board to facilitate their training and enhance board recruitment. She holds a Master of Fine Arts from DePaul University, Chicago, and has been an active member of the California Dollars for Scholars board of directors.

"I am excited to be a part of the Scholarship America team," Wells said. "I see the opportunity to grow and develop the best in myself and my region."  

“We couldn’t be happier adding Colette and Brie to our staff on the ground in California,” said Lauren Segal, President and CEO, Scholarship America. “Their combined experience and passion for education will help us grow the reach of Dollars for Scholars across the state, and provide more support for more California students seeking education beyond high school.”

# # #

About California Dollars for Scholars®

California Dollars for Scholars supports 64 chapters that raise local funds to provide scholarships and support to students in their communities to help them achieve an education beyond high school. In 2009, California Dollars for Scholars chapters raised more than $3.2 million and awarded more than $1.8 million in scholarships to nearly 2,000 students, with the rest of the funds helping build chapter endowments for the future. 

About Dollars for Scholars®
Dollars for Scholars, a program of Scholarship America, is a national, community-based, volunteer-driven network of more than 1,140 grassroots scholarship foundations in 39 states and the District of Columbia that raise funds and provide financial and academic support to local students seeking postsecondary education.

About Scholarship America®

Scholarship America is a national education service organization that mobilizes support for students getting into and graduating from college. Since 1958, Scholarship America has awarded more than $2 billion in scholarship assistance to more than 1.7 million students through three programs: Dollars for Scholars, Scholarship Management Services, and Dreamkeepers. More information is available at www.scholarshipamerica.org. 
